Friar Manrique Sets Out
fess those of the passengers who were Catholics. 'Placing myself
at the bow and de los Angeles going to the stern, we confessed
them all as far as it was possible in the limited time, amidst the
lamentations of the women and children, and the noise and con-
fusion caused by the cutting of the masts/ he writes.
When this was done, it occurred to him that here was an oppor-
tunity of making some converts. Humanity in a crisis is a prey to
ghostly fears, and as there were no Hindu or Moslem priests on
board to give spiritual succour, he hoped the passengers would
accept what he could offer. Accordingly, taking his crucifix from
his neck and holding it before him, he went to the cabin where
the wives of the Moslem sailors were huddled. Speaking to them
in Hindustani, a language he knew tolerably well, he pointed out
the hideous fact that they were in danger of losing, not only their
lives, but also their souls, and adding, as he says, 'whatever God
inspired me to in that extremity'. But it was no good. Favourable
though the circumstances were, he failed to make any impression.
He opines that this lack of success may have been due to his own
sins5 perhaps he was not thought worthy to be an instrument oi
divine solace. But there seems also to have been a practical reason,
for he states: 'an accursed old creature started dissuading them
and reminding them of the promises of their false prophet.'
In spite of the cutting of the masts and the jettisoning of part oJ
the cargo, the ship remained grounded. If she lifted at all, the tide
only drove her further on to the bank, the swell bumping hei
along the bottom and increasing the leaks. It looked as if she musl
break up, and panic increased among the passengers. While som*
people were hastily tying planks together to make rafts, other*
attacked them in the mindless way that men behave when theii
reason is numbed with fear. There was a horrible scene of scream
ing and devilry. The captain was unable to do anything wit!
them. Manrique tried to help him, crucifix in hand. ' In the enc
the mob quieted down, for there is great respect in those parts fo:
priests'? he notes.
But things were very badj the wind freshened and the ship
which now began to float, the decks nearly awash, became un
manageable and struck another shoal. It seemed impossible that he
timbers could hold longer. Then de los Angeles remembered tha
they had in their baggage a relic of one of the Augustinian saints
Juan de Sagun. It was decided to try what this would do. In orde
to bring the saint into direct contact with the water, the elemeu